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notes:

reinaart:

Frem Uctober ti11 Uscember 2026 a group of young artists worked
in the neighbourhood of Feijenoord, wotterdam. Their main base
was 'huis van ce wijk', a neighbcurhood platform, se were welcome
to be there every friday. The main reason for being there was,
leirning to develop an understanding of the city you live and
work in. By limiting us to a little neighbourhood, it was easier
to understand what this learninp can bring us (as art students).
Uit ferent subjects unfold themselves without the need of a
specific program, without the need of a concept. Gentrification,
4mé teurism, craftmanship, corporate world, nistory, street cultura
self organisation, social housing, migration, friendship, ...
411 pop up as we are a group of people with various interasts

ank Tocusses. In tnis publication we started from the interviews
which Uivyanai shukla had with dirfersnt people at the * huis
var de wijk',

Jirvyangid

The artistic spirit of the project is about observing and
celebrating different cultures as this is the essence of
huanity. 1 started my research for the project keeping

tnis spirit as my guiding principle, nlso, studying the

facial features of the people being interviewed, through portraits
felg ingispensable for documentation of their histories,

their experiences and their fealings.

In the process, I realised that there was more than just
observing. » 'prevalent psychology' of discrimination,

exclusfon and continuous categorization ( whicn seems

opposite to the 'syntheses' in my Indian philosophy) got
revealed to me. and the entrenched terminology like
gentrification, xenophobiz, red 1ining, parson of colour,

black, white etc. made my experience difficult as aforeigner
which # somehow share with the people interviewed. sn

“roa nt such as this one teaches us that a culture

stould try to find a sense of contentment Trom a deeper,
uriversal consciousness rather than from comparison or =xclusion.



¥y 1ooking at a 'Rotterdammert' in this neighbourhood,
we are looking at Dutch citizens.livyangi madgbeven
purtraits of people connected to the “huls van’de wijk'.
This collection of portraits shed light .n understond-
-ing 'being Dutch'. Most of the interviewsc pecple zre
burn in the Hetherlamds and give us an insight that
>'the Netherlands' is an intercontinentz) comcept by
default.



Hustofq cmeea mﬁerdommeft

"
Fustafa -- from suroccan descent
- There arc different ethnicities in Morocco :
Arabs, Berbers, French, Spanish, Mauritian,

$CN2gA125€, waw

- The first inhabitants of Morocco were Amazigh
{ berber ), then came Jews and later Arabs.

- 1t has cifferent religions : MusTims (Sunni
islem), Catholics, Jews,...

+

Mustafa has no specific info about differences in
or different Islemic position in Morocco as he has
been born here in Rotterdam.

Labwr migracion in the Netherlands strated -
started after 1958 but increased drasticn‘ny from
1962 onwards beciuse of strong economical growth
{n West Evrope ard the demand of cheap low-skilled
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K
sovement/traffic is chootic, -
Tlutd and withoot real order

3
Culture 15 vary warm/wziceaing/ - o
aospitabie,

altheugn that is changing

%
women arc confined to the ncuszhold role,
avit deal with tasks in the public sphare.
#ules are gender defined.

%
System bascd on compliance with traffic rules,

. ;
Struciure of routine und fmportance of time;
cppoiatment scructure

%
Privete Tite 15 oot very approachable,
sieighbours are more reserved



+

Aadnevi cannot relate to the *Surinam’ identity.
she feels rather lncian.

Her thoughts are mostly in Hindi, EnGLISH and

Dutch.

Her cultural taste is more related to Indian
music and cinema. She speaks fluently Urduand
Hindi and of course Dutch, English, Surinamese
{Sranan )

x Despite the fact that a 1ot of people-hav—
have different origins, still there
is a unity and understanding of
togetherness (but not through national
identity )

X Marriage between Africans and Indians is
not accepted. There is 2 ral
inclination o{ n::’ricanﬂ-: es towards
females from zn origin but
such ties seem umcentahle.ﬂﬁ-
—--although this is slowly

changing

% In Feijenoord, people are knitted within their
own commnity, ethnicity

x Thee *Huis van de Wijk' seems to have more
intermingling between different othnicities.

x It feels as if there is more couperation
among the people in Rotterdam as compared
to Den Bazg. ( She grew up in Den Haag | B
Less fun in Den Haag as a city.



f\isha e rcﬂErdammerT

0
From Pakistani (Hindustan before 1947 ) descent

First inhabitants of the land where people
from the Indus valley civilization ( though
this fact can be challenged ).

The main population of the region are
descendants of the Indo- Arydn pedple.

Main ethnic groups in Pakistan &ré Punjabis,
Pashtuns, Sinchis, Seraikis, Muhajirs, Balochis,
Hinckowans, Gujaratis,.... ~fee

She feels one could be proud of their ethnicity

yet be of a progressive mental set-up; not being

occupied with only your own culture.

{ considering her experiences : discrimination
in public space is common ).

+ 1t s hard to relate to the *common’| thinking
pattern of Pakistani culture. She feels more
related to the life in the Netherlands.



# matura) affinity

W
individualistic
lifastyle

»

appreciates
freedom of choice,
and freedom of
movement, choice
of lifestyle.

r diversity
s a big thing.
As a girl you
are pretty much
restricted, being
active in public
space.

% A high level of interference in each others lives

% A set of norms end nocions about genderis comservative.



Hendrick----: rotterdammest

0 Cape Verde roots
After 1456, part of Cape Verde turned iato a
Portuguese plantation. Slaves from West- Africa
were brought there to work.

They speak a Creole language, similai to C

people, they are called Creole ( from & wixed
ancestry ; African- European mix )




Madhev - --- —-. rotfe ndammert

(ORANJEBOODM STRAAT KEPRESENTED; jeweetoch )




0 From Surinamese descart

Surinzme was discavercd in 1499, Its inhabitants
werc hrawzks & (aibos.The Dutch abolished slavery
in 1863; slaves wera released in 1873, Slaves /
workers were brought in from a.c. China, India,
Jeva. In 1873, « ship 'Lala Rookh', with workers
troo cust U.P. and sihar (Worth Indian states )
arrivec in Suriname.dost workers were mislead os
thay thought t+it they were to be taken to the
1end of Tord "snri Ras'.

1575 Indepanicnee
isst chance i peiple living in Suriname to go

to the netherlans without visa and formal

procecura; zlmost 5 1 of the Surinamese migrated
sCtween 1970 anu 1980, (The Netherlands urganised
this oussibility «s they needed workforce as well.
Although much e Surinamese came in than expected).

+ There 15 herdly cay discussion on the topic “slave
ancestry of Surineme' i Lutch education. She experiences
a degp concern Lowirds chis reality and translating
icentity in ui understenuing of being in the Netherlands.
At scnoul, they lcarwt nothing about it. They learnt a
1st ghout Egyptian ang Runar culture. ‘And of course
they aeeded t lewrn abut the WOIT and the fight for
trecc i |'wlthough they slsc needed to know what happened
curing that time in the rest of the world yet they missed
wut on world histury. For wample- Indians and Horoccons
Wore Irigged ints the wer to fight together with the
allies.

There was and still is 2 linited and only European
perspactive on world history in education.



Ron = - - - - rotterdammerl

0
From Surinamese descent.
Has been twice to Surinam.

He is a result of many different sthnic
backgrounds,both from mother's and father's
side.

American Indians

{native Americans),

Dutch, partly Jewish African,Chincse,
Indunasizn

When he talks about the Caribbean, he cxplains
that slaves who became 111 curing transoort
from the South American coast to Worth mmcrican
continent were dropped on the islands.That is
how slaves ended upon these islands. This is
also the reason there are people of mixad
cthnicities and different colored skin tones.






+ Being 5-6 years cld, while playing, kids in the
nzighbourhood whe were native Dutch mad: nasty
comnents about his skin colour. He didn't know
how io resct and was searching Tor identification,
looking for similar people~-similar features /skin
tonc, a.o..

" Vou don't want to be different, you want to blend
in. It's hard for children. As a grown up;
it's easier.
hfter visiting Cape Verde for the first time, he
understood that he was Dutch in his way.He became
more se¢lf assertive rcgarding his identity.
“ I didn't knuu my roots in Cape Verde.l realized
1 am Dutch.®
He wasn't a.b‘l-s to pl football 'bare-foot' like other
Cape Verdéan ﬂ"

1 KNOW 1 AM DUTCH AND MOBODY SHOULD DECIDE FOR
ME WHO I AHZNO ONE SHOULD DECIDE FOR WE WHERE
MY HOME IS.

x culture feels very warm
community life
better Tivelihood

x fluid movement into each

- others' spaces
% clear line between public
and private space.Life is
less designed or organised around mestings.

x self-focused; seldom neigh-
-bours are unaware of cach
others' existence; littla
interaction.

% there is much more individual
freedom, there is little interference;
independent choices.

x More interaction; more
interference. Suggestions
about expected behaviour
connected also to be bringing
good/bad name to the family.

x Gender roles are a bit more-ed—
classical.



o i
Rofoel - -- - rolterdommer;

0

Ancestry from Dominican Republic , a former colony
of Spain that lays in the Greater Antilles in the
Caribbean region of Scuth America. First Spanish
settlement was there from carly 16th century omwards.
( Columbus discovered San Salvador/Bahamas,
Hispaniola/ Dominican Republic and Cuba in the

first travel, in search for India.)

French rule (1795-1809), 1821- independence from
Spain and unification with Haiti- after independence
from Haiti they became colonised again by U.S.
military control and there was conquest to be able
to contral the Panama canal route.

Because of Eurcpean colonisation--- highly mixed

ethnical constitution : Africans (of all nationalities?),
Europeans, West- Asian (Lebanese anc Syrian), from

the Caribbean countries, Chinese, Japanese,...

What caused the crisis after the 60'ties ?

The Dominicans suffered a 1ot from the leadership
of first molina Trujillo and later Joaquin Balaguer,
both backed up by the U.S. government.

The country witnesses widespread corruption.



+ Doesn't rclate himself with ¢ “HIacl
driven society.Doesn't relatc himsalf
to talking about "MINE!'a Sy car,
my table, my this, my tha T

there is an unaxpected visit (in the
Metherlands), people are not automatically
welcomed to eat along.

el T




+ wataal says that people

from the antilles

le T
(uominican kapublic, Lutch antilles) and

other Spanish speaking

ties can have

more difficulties in integrating in the
Dutch infrastructure as guvermenn]
comunication is often translated in Turkish

and Arabic but not in Spani!

relevant language.

+ The affiliation to 3 particu’
jdentity raises 'jdentity cr
with different ethnicities.

focus on *Du

sh or other

lar national

jsis' for people
There is too much
tch identity” which “l-ka:s we see

inth‘lsmk-mhroaderuwu about
or understood. The Dutch identity is 2 bit lost.

x

Welcoming in their private
|, space, not appoin

pased (relation),

atmosphere , Te axation of
. the mind

it £
. High importance is given

to the guest, a celebrating

culture.

Arranging facilities
to be hospitable, .
Anticipating unexpected
guests

X
\Self centric society.

x
Society is too much
constructed

x

Interaction and communi-
~cation is often based on
appointments and/or
agreements

x

A general gloom and depressio
in the pew!e.\ﬂdesnread
melancholy (growing dis-
—pelief, materialistic
mindset )



+ Soma paoplz mové froa Feljenourd to
fucrdarai land when a higher cducavion
and fucome 1s acquired, thay should stay
ant help building the commnity.

+ The migration in the 60s zud 70s by

the Turkish and the wWoroccan paople 126

to thelr ghettoisaticn becausc of ihe

way they ware housed. Thney ware packeu

in houses and lert to their uven communiiivs.

+ Sume groups of people oecame stubburn
recarding migracion and iis effects. Taey
wank £o prutect their own culturs in 2
completely chinged worle and tiee periad.
They becuns resistant and don't accept
aswer and Jthir mind-sets bocause they
think thet getting inviusnced by sther
cultures might bz bud fur their cwa cultur.

A ahzt they aon't realise 15 that being
influenced ur being affected always happens,
it is ¢ given.

x

There is an 1nstinctive connecteonass
within poople of same ethniciily and uther
comn identities (-----; sameness and
hessusveianility ).

%

Peuple Bre More CONCernsc 2DOUL gruwin
of tie econcmy and are business orisntid
\reus individualistic ),

k3
(puur) Peuple worry abuut jubs and fud
ang show spathy towards claanliness.



Forley---- rofterdanmert

0 From Curacas (he came to the Hetherlands age of &).
Original inhabitants of Curacas were ‘Arawak’ (and
later *Galibi or Caribs).

Portugese sailors in the 15th century nomad it
*the ¥5land of healing' (curzzon is Portugase

far 'haart'. Spanish traders tuok the name as

uid tha Dutch later.

+ The expariences of discrimination based on
doscendaiice and colour of skin reflects in his
sxperiances.

- + Feels restricted ia living in his own way
o of doing things.

for example:
Pecple can complain about the length of
& plant %rlwing in someonz elses
garden. The governement rulss intervana
way too much within the private sphera.
(micromanagement)



+ You are not really accepted in the Netherlands (because of
skin colour) nor in Curacao (because of how you speak the
language ). You unwillingly hover a little between two realitie.,

+ He feels that the enrichment given to the Dutch culture has
never been regarded mor has been looked wponm not nor
rightfully rewarded.



x Consumption is only possible through payment
amd buying goods fron wne ctore

x Comscicus- unconscious racism

X Not baen given the wume rights.
For excmple- when trying to buy a garage to
open 3 workshop,he was denied the possibility

x It is harder io start 2 big company as a
person who is consicerad os ismigrant.

% Consumguioa is possible in many natural
weys (maybe Lecause there is a lot of
nztural fuud at hand).

% mixed cuture, mutual respect and affect‘im
towarus all cremunities.

x Position of patple is based on capahﬂittes
end on edecaticn not on race.
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