




Liebe Kasseler,
ruangrupa, eine Gruppe aus 
Indonesien, ist auf Einladung der 
ggmbh documenta (eine Kun-
stausstellung, die alle 5 Jahre in 
der Stadt stattfiindet) eingeladen 
worden, eine Veranstaltung hier in 
Kassel zu machen.
Für ruangrupa geht es bei der 
Organisation einer solchen veran-
staltung in erster Linie darum, 
‘Hallo zu sagen’, so einfach wie 
es geht. Ein gegenseitiges Ken-
nenlernen und Verstandnis fürein-
ander.

Die Perspektive, aus der ruangru-
pa arbeitet und sich organisiert, 
ist natürlich eine ganz andere art, 
miteinander zu sprechen, sich zu 
organisieren.
Es gibt viel, wovon West Europi-
sche Institute lernen müssen, und 
einige von uns wollen, dass dieses 
lernen gehört wird, und zwar 
jetzt, je früher, desto besser.
Als eine der eingeladenen per-

sonen ware ich mehr als glücklich, 
mit Ihnen Ihre Erfahrungen und 
die von ruangrupa zu teilen (da 
ich seit 20 Jahren mit ruangrupa 
befreundet bin). 

Die Herausforderung besteht 
darin, aus der position des jeweils 
anderen zu teilen und beizutra-
gen. Wir verstehen, wie wir uns 
wohlfühlen, um gemeinsam wissen 
zu teilen. Hoffentlich können wir 
einige Dinge gemeinsam aufbau-
en. 
Wenn Sie diese einladung mögen, 
dann ware es schön, sich zu tref-
fen. Ich habe ein paar Werkzeuge 
und ein Budget vorbereitet, und 
wir können sehen, wie wir sie 
anwenden können. In dieser Bro-
schüre teile ich ein paar worte 
und ideen als starthilfe, um Sie zu 
finden und zu treffen.
Alles Gute und danke für Ihre 
aufmerksamkeit, reinaart.
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she discusses evidence, largely from late prehistoric rock art iconography but also from the Pueblo
ethnographic record, for the presence in the Southwest of a version of the Mesoamerican ideological
complex connecting the planet Venus, warfare, and maize agriculture.

In Mesoamerica this ideology is highly developed, and closely associated with both the calendar and
the practice of human sacrifice, neither of which existed in the Southwest on anything like a
Mesoamerican scale. In the late prehistoric period after about AD 1050, however, there do appear to
have been some major changes in Southwestern religious ideology, as evidenced by new styles of
pottery, architecture, and especially rock art. Many scholars, including Schaafsma, have interpreted
these changes as evidence for a wave of Mesoamerican influence bringing new ideas into the area,
though the exact routes of transmission and reasons for adoption are unclear. The kachina cult,
however, seems to have originated through this process, and in this paper Schaafsma makes an
interesting case for a version of the “Venus complex” linking the Morning and Evening Stars to
warfare and fertility having been transmitted at the same time.

Boulder at Petroglyph National Monument with Various Symbols Including Stars

The core of her argument is the presence of four-pointed star imagery in the Rio Grande Style of rock
art, found in the northern Rio Grande Valley and adjacent areas and dating to roughly AD 1350 to
1600. (This is the style that predominates at Petroglyph National Monument
(http://www.nps.gov/petr/) on the West Mesa of Albuquerque, where many examples of these stars
can be found.) These four-pointed stars are not found in earlier styles of rock art, and they are often
associated with imagery suggesting warfare, such as projectile weapons, warrior figures, and
characteristics of birds of prey. In Pueblo oral traditions there is also an association between warfare
and stars, which were traditionally feared. Stars are also associated with ice and cold, and projectile
weapons are associated with lightning, rain, and moisture that helps corn germinate, as are the
warrior societies that may have been the mechanism for carrying this ideological package into and
through the Pueblo world. Schaafsma admits that there isn’t really a “picture trail” connecting this
imagery to its purported Mesoamerican origin, but the story she tells is suggestive, and there are a
few links along the way. Some related imagery shows up on Mimbres pottery
(https://gamblershouse.wordpress.com/2011/09/10/the-mysterious-mimbres/), which is
intermediate both temporally and spatially between Classic-Period Mesoamerica and the late
prehistoric Pueblo world, so the story is definitely plausible if not exactly proven.
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Would have been nice to meet you earlier but 
we needed to meet our plants on zoom ;-)
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HOW WOULD YOUR SHRINE LOOK LIKE

WHAT WOULD THE SHRINE WISH FOR
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