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person 1:
I distance myself from the wording "colonial settler 
violence" in relation to Israel in this petition (which 
in my opinion reduces the complexity of the situ-
ation, although I want Netanyahu and his coalition 
partners in the court of The Hague, and condemn the 
dispropriation of Palestinians and Arab Israelis). I am 
personally critical about the students' action voicing 
support of a nation state instead of the people and 
fiercely disagree with their use of the word 'geno-
cide' in relation to Israel. If colonial violence is being 
studied, then one needs to avoid the traps of anti-
imperialist discourse and of falling into Schmittian 
friend/enemy schemes, and take good care not to end 
up with the wrong bedfellows.
Radical intersectionality means IMHO not to identify 
with nations, or to side with one nation against an-
other, but to dismantle the construct of the nation. In 
addition, the use of the word "settler" as a pejorative 
is in contradiction to a politics of denouncing bor-
ders, and lacks distinction between imperial powers 
and diasporas. (Next to the Israeli/Palestinian situa-
tion, it might be worth studying Liberia - as a colonial 
project of formerly enslaved African Americans - as 
another such difficult example that doesn't fit simpli-
fying binaries.) 
All that said, I am still signing this petition because I 
fully agree with its points regarding the political di-
mension of our education, and of arts practice in gen-
eral. To leave aside the epistemological, aesthetic and 
ethical arguments to be made here, and just argue on 
a formal policy level: if we, as an art school, live up to 

education system with its central requirement of 
educating students as closely as possible to their later 
professional practice (in our case: of working as artists 
and designers), we cannot artificially depoliticize our 
education and thereby create a false image of arts 
practice that is detached from actual arts practice, and 
from what society and the professional field of the 
arts expects from our graduates.

person 2 May 19, 2021
Dear person 1,
First of all, thank you for signing the petition, sec-
ond of all I find it problematic that you as a tutor 
come with an enormous accumulation of academic 
and scholarly background and voice publicly your 
critiques on the student’s terminology, instead of 
approaching us and challenging our terminology, or 
educating us otherwise. But since this is the dynamic 
I have asked scholars for help and here what I have 
constituted in reply to your points:
- The concept of Friend/enemy by Carl Schmitt you 
referred to, is not how we see what is happening in 
Palestine, for us, it is a duality of colonizer/colonized, 
two sides of a barrier wall that constitutes an apart-
heid. So questioning this duality means questioning 
the legitimacy of the liberation of colonized nations 
after 1945.
- As for your comment “voicing support of a nation-
state instead of the people” Palestine is not a nation-
state. Unfortunately, it is not recognized as a state in 
the UN and it is just an observing member, it has no 
right to vote on anything. So how can we defend a 
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nation-state when the state isn’t recognized in the first 
place? We are nonetheless, defending national mi-
norities, who under modern law are not recognized as 
nations, and are in danger to their right to live.
- As for the term ‘genocide’, we apologize if it trig-
gered any traumatic memories to Jewish communi-
ties and other ethnicities all over the world, our intent 
though is to show the following facts: “Between 1947 
and 1949, at least 750,000 Palestinians from a 1.9 mil-
lion population were made refugees beyond the bor-
ders of the state. Zionist forces had taken more than 
78 percent of historic Palestine, ethnically cleansed 
and destroyed about 530 villages and cities, and killed 
about 15,000 Palestinians in a series of mass atrocities, 
including more than 70 massacres.” And to stress that 
if a term under the international law was not passed 
when we speak of Israel, doesn’t mean Israel didn’t do 
all the requirements that constitute this term legally.
- As for the term “settler-colonial state”: the defini-
tion of settler colonialism is: “an indigenous people 
are thrown out of their native lands so that a new 
&quot;nation-state&quot; of foreign settlers come 
into existence there” Zionism, like any colonial 
discourse, built itself on a divide between civilized 
European Jewish people, and the Non-civilized Pal-
estinian people. The Palestinian people underwent a 
dehumanizing colonial process of “not seeing them”, 
here is an excerpt from Gilles Deleuze interview with 
Sanber called “The Indians of Palestine”: &quot;The 
Zionist movement did not mobilize the Jewish com-
munity in Palestine with the idea that the Palestinians 
were going to leave one day. The idea was that the 

country was &quot;empty&quot; right now. There 
were definitely people who came and saw the op-
posite and wrote about it! But most of them looked 
at people on a daily basis who had physical contact 
with them and shrugged their shoulders as if they 
did not exist. And this blindness was not physical, no 
one was deceived, but everyone knew that the peo-
ple who were there that day were &quot;at the point 
of disappearance.&quot; Everyone also understood 
that in order for this disappearance to be successful, 
one must first act as if it had already happened, that 
is, through never &quot;seeing&quot; another being 
who was undeniably present. &quot;In order to suc-
ceed, the emptiness of the land had to be accompa-
nied by the emptying of the 'other' from the heads of 
the colonists themselves.”
  -
- It is Enough to read about Plan Dalet to be able to 
call things by their names, when we speak about colo-
nial settler state such as Israel, It is enough to see the 
internationally illegal settlements built on Palestinian 
lands and the expelling of Palestinians from sheikh 
Jarrah to know what is a colonial settler state.
- Finally, here is a good read recommendation: Len-
tin, Ronit. “Israel/Palestine: State of Exception and 
Acts of Resistance”
Please note that even though I am saying “we” in this 
comment, my reply to you represents myself.
(this text is a comment + reaction posted at the online peti-
tion ‘DOUBLE STANDARDS ON FREE PALESTINE 
BANNER at WdKA/Piet Zwart Institute/Hogeschool 
Rotterdam’ , May 2021)





Laughter get people listen to you.
But be sure you relate to jokes you make. 



Exercising models of governing:
We can question what hosting a curator/artist to organise for example a documenta 
means. This is relevant when ggmbh documenta wishes for a representation of 
artforms from different parts of the world. How does it allows other perspectives on 
what art can be and allowing the other insights to act? 
Saying keep yourself involved with organising the art part and we’ll do the rest 
dismisses the space articulation needs? If you invite others to speak from different 
perspectives then you need to  allow also their speech to be articulated. There is no 
universal way and not all models are compatible. How can hosting be genuinly done 
if one party with it’s own perspective of operating stays in control? 
Being able to act starts from organisation not from servicing. Directing and director-
ship is needed to be understood as a distributed activity and responsibility.
On another note there is a need for better understanding what modern and contem-
porary means.
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Gentrification:
Mechanism which obstructs public means 
and (public) investments in neighborhoods.
Stigmatises people who live there.
Individualises common problems and dis-
rupting communities. 
Offers small quantities of money to keep 
people busy and support to prepare for a 
‘better’ future without them in the neigbor-
hood.
Letting people with money gambling and 
profit.
Gets rid of the non-qualified, unsuccesful 
and underated folks, often with a migrant 
background. Those who mostly work hard, 
who are underpaid, laught after, demon-
ised etc etc etc.
It underestimate, doesn’t value the intelli-
gence of these people. Their intelligence is 
bluffed away for individual gain, individual 
success, strategies of remain power.

Collective stories, shared experiences are 
needed to at least give insight what loosing 
means, what being humilated means. To 
find energy to re-organise and not being 
mislead over and over again.





Planten groeien beter door beschermd 
te worden door andere planten. Ook mensen 
zijn sterker als ze beschermd worden door 
anderen en elkaar kunnen beschermen en 
aanvullen. Door planten en mensen van elkaar 
los te koppelen, zoals zovele (machts)systemen 
proberen worden organismen ontkracht.

Companion planting is the practice of 
planting two or more types of plants close 
together for some kind of benefit, such as the 
control of pests, increased health and vigour, 
resistance to disease, or higher yields. These 
are termed “good companions”. Some plants 
are detrimental to each other and must there-
fore be grown apart. These are termed “bad 
companions”.

Having a mix and variety of plants together 
creates a more resilient ecosystem if pests or 
adverse weather conditions weaken or wipe 
out a particular variety, or type, of plant. This 
provides a form of security that ensures that 
the whole ecosystem does not collapse be-
cause one type of plant is attacked or fails.
source: https://deepgreenpermaculture.com/com-

panion-planting/
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Palestinians are being attacked and killed with impunity by 
Israeli soldiers and armed Israeli civilians who have been 
roaming the streets of Jerusalem, Lydda, Haifa, Jaffa and 
other cities chanting, “Death to Arabs.” Several lynchings 
of unarmed and unprotected Palestinians have already 
taken place in the last two weeks. Families in the Jerusa-
lem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah continue to face ethnic 
cleansing and displacement from their homes. These 
acts of murder, intimidation, and violent dispossession are 
protected, if not actively encouraged, by the Israeli govern-
ment and police. 

This May, the Israeli government committed yet another 
massacre in Gaza by indiscriminately and relentlessly 
bombing Palestinians in their homes, offices, hospitals and 
on the street. The bombing of Gaza is part of an intentional 
and recursive pattern where entire families are killed and 
local infrastructure is destroyed. This serves to exacerbate 
conditions that are already unliveable in one of the most 
densely populated places on earth, which, despite the tem-
porary ceasefire, remains under military siege. Gaza is not a 
separate country: we are one people, forcibly separated by 
the architecture of the Israeli state. 

To frame this as a war between two equal sides is false 
and misleading. Israel is the colonizing power. Palestine is 
colonized. This is not a conflict: this is apartheid.

In the face of the increased mortal danger of the past two 
weeks, Palestinians are uniting once again. In Palestine 
and across the world, vast numbers are taking to the 
streets, organizing on social media, defending their homes, 
protecting each other, and demanding an end to ethnic 
cleansing, apartheid, discrimination and dispossession. 
Our communities have been systematically denied their 
right of return and forcibly fragmented and erased since 
An-Nakba, the dawn of Israeli settler colonial rule in 1948, 
and this recent coming together has given us some much-
needed confidence amid the rage and grief of the past two 
weeks. We are starting to feel, in spite of all that is happen-
ing, in spite of years of dehumanization, some hope.

Finally, the world has started calling the Israeli system by 
its name. Earlier this year the Israeli human rights organi-
sation B’Tselem followed the example set by decades of 
Palestinian intellectual and legal advocacy work in dem-
onstrating that there is no separation between the Israeli 
state and its military occupation: the two form a single 
apartheid system. Human Rights Watch, in turn, published 
a thorough report accusing Israel of “crimes against hu-
manity of apartheid and persecution.” 

We, the undersigned Palestinian artists, writers and our 
listed allies in the arts ask you to join us. Please don’t let 
this moment pass. If Palestinian voices are silenced again, it 



may take generations for another chance for freedom and 
justice to arise. We ask you to join us now, at this critical 
juncture, and show your support for Palestinian liberation.

We call for an immediate and unconditional cessation of Is-
raeli violence against Palestinians. We call for an end to the 
support provided by global powers to Israel and its military; 
especially the United States, which now provides Israel 
$3.8 billion annually without condition. We ask all people of 
conscience to exercise their agency to help dismantle the 
apartheid regime of our time. We ask governments that are 
enabling this crime against humanity to apply sanctions, to 
mobilize levers of international accountability, and to cut 
trade, economic and cultural relations.  We call on activ-
ists, and especially our peers in the arts, to exercise their 
agency within their institutions and localities to support the 
Palestinian struggle for decolonization to the best of their 
ability. Israeli apartheid is sustained by international com-
plicity, it is our collective responsibility to redress this harm.

We have seen how governments in Europe and beyond 
recently have instated policies of open censorship, and 
fostered a culture of self-censorship, towards Palestinian 
solidarity. Conflating legitimate criticism of the State of Is-
rael and its policies towards Palestinians with antisemitism 
is cynical. Racism, including antisemitism, and all forms of 
hate, are heinous and not welcome in the Palestinian strug-

gle. It is time to stand up to these tactics of silencing and 
overcome them. Millions of people around the world see 
in Palestinians a microcosm of their own oppression and 
hopes, and allies such as Black Lives Matter and Jewish 
Voice for Peace, along with indigenous rights, feminist and 
queer activists, among many others, are increasingly vocal 
in their support. 

We ask you to be brave. We ask you to come forward, 
speak up and take a clear public stand against this ongoing 
injustice in Palestine. Apartheid must be dismantled. No 
one is free until we are all free.
 
this text was written by Palestinian artists and writers in 
2022

AGAINSTAPARTHEID.COM

This Zine is made by Pris Roos, Judith 

Leijdekkers and reinaart vanhoe to 

learn from and to support the Pales-

tinian struggle for decolonization. (A 

first try-out for lumbung tarwewijk, 

may 2021). Thanks to ‘Question of 

Funding’ for the learning session.




