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Your sight paints an impressionist wvision of what you
dream. Your dream is a magic mirror that reflects
meditation on yourself. Your fear. Your desire. Rewvelation
of longing, of terror, of perplexity, of shame, of
magnanimity. Facing this mirroer, you doubt the meaning of
what you see in Afrieca, and you doubt your rele in it. Is
the dreamer an cbserver, a victim, or an oppressor? You
don’t know. But you must know things are wrong.

Ma Luo
I'm doing as much as I can to criticize the wrongdoers.

Achehe
Who?

Ma Luo
I guess.. Us.

Achebe

¥You have a good soul, though a hypocritical one.

Ma Luo
It's not fair.

Achebe
It's hypocritical not to believe that we simply can do and
want to do horrible things like normal adults. Some kill
for peace, others kill for revenge. And today the horrible
avengers take upon themselves shame rather than glories
like their predecessors in the old days, because those
white dudes who “kill¥ for peace have taken over laws.

Ma Luo
What should I do when everyone kills everyone no matter if
they are just or unjust? When I try to take a right stance
in a moral field where no stance is right, I feel so
twisted...

Achebe
My little friend, I appreciate your moral demands and your
heart of guilt. But I am an African. I have spent a
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lifetime telling people they are more racist than they
thought. What interests me is what I learn through you
about myself. To use my people as a dream may be clever or
clean, but if it reduces our humanity by the smallest
fraction, I don’t like it.

Ma Luo
Will you give me a way?

Achebe
I‘m sorry. I‘'m dead. I died long ago. I died far away. I
even died in the West. I died in shameful impotence that I
couldn’t go further than criticizing the imagined moral
principle of white humanity----it seems now not only white,
but, let me correct myself----the humanity of moral
privilege, that is actually based on the degradation of a
different humanity----our humanity. I broke your magic
mirror, showed you what had really been behind the mirror.
But I didn’t know where else you should look.

Exits Achebe.

Ma Luo
Behind the mirror is darkness..

Lights out.

Scene B
Eu Erci’'s White Paper

Lights in.

Frojection: Two women.
Ma Luo sits on stage,
betwesn the two women's
projected images.

Ku's Fiancée
My beloved Ku Erci:
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Ma's Fiancée
Ma Luo:

Ku’s Fiancée
May 8« ,2018, we were engaged. I became your fiancée. I
became a diplomat’s fiancée.

Ma's Fiancée
I said yes to your proposal on the day you received the
offer letter from CATIC.

Ku's Fiancée
But we hardly had the time to plan for the wedding when you
were sent to Mali.

Ma's Fiancée
I pictured our future in my mind: I will finish my PhD in
French literature and join the faculty, while you fly from
time to time between China and France.

Ku’'s Fiancée
Mali, a country dangerous and faraway. But I know a
diplomat®s vocation is greater than our small lowve and
small lives.

Ma's Fiancée
We used to plan our honeymoon in Paris. You said you would
take me to the Fantheon, and we would lay flowers at the
tomb of Alexandre Dumas. MWow I think I'll go on my own. I
took the scholarship to go to Paris.

Ku's Fiancée
I said nothing when you told me to put off the wedding, for
I feared that my worries would become your burden. I lowve
you, therefore I support every decision you make. Now, all
I can do is wait.

Ma's Fiancés

I said nothing when you told me that instead of France, you
wera sent to Mali, and instead of three months, you were
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sent away for three years. I feared that I couldn't conceal
my disappointment and hurt you. Now, all I can do is ask.

Ku's Fiancée
I tell myself: you are firstly a diplomat of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, of People’'s Republic of China; then
secondly my fiancée.

Ma's Fiancés
I ask myself: since I have chosen a life up on the ivory
tower away from disrespectful deeds, have you chosen to
pull me back down by drowning yourself in the mud, by
expelling yourself to a wasteland of robbers and
speculators?

Ku's Fiancée
When you come back, you will see me in a holy white wedding
gown, and I will see you in your handsome black suit.

Ma's Fiancée
When you come back, you will find my engagement ring at
your parents’ place.

Ku’s Fiancée
Love, xXxXx.

Ma's Fiancés

Sorry, xxx.

[B) off.

Ku Erci is presented on
stage as a big, towering
shadow behind Ma Luo.

Ma Luo
It had been ten days since Ku Erci went missing. It had
been a week since the airport explosion happened. It had
been three days since their letters arrived. It occurred to
me that Alexandre Dumas was actually black, and it
surprised me a little bit. Besides that, I hardly felt
anything.
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