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Enchanted by his moral camouflage to cover up your guilt.
Or you wouldn’t have teld your story in such a sinuous way.

Ma Luo
Ho, I have been sincere. I cracked open my struggling mind
and frankly exposed what I saw and what I felt.

Achebe
I saw a mind disturbed by struggles as much as a canvas
coated with blurry paints. You are covering your secret
guilt by eliminating the cruelty of reality.

Ma Luo
I am struggling exactly because I have seen cruelty. I've
seen death, and even more than death..

Achebe
Pay attention to words. I said the cruelty of reality, not
the beautified cruelty of a dream.

Ma Luo
He died in front of my eyes and that was reality.

Achebe
I'm sorry, but I don’t really care. I heard all what he
said and sinister voices in my head tell me not to feel for
him at all. More people died when you didn’t bother to
look. So where did their deaths go? They bescame your
dreams. Your nightmares.

Ma Lueg
You mean when your people died.

Achebe

Or suffered. In the mythology of my people, every clan has
a place called the “evil forest.” In it were buried all
those who died of the really ewvil diseases, like leprosy
and smallpox. Well, you can think of AIDS or Ebola in
today’s case, but it’s not the point. The evil forest is a
dumping ground, alive with sinister forces and powers of
darkness. When the white miszsionaries came to my homeland,
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the elders gave them the evil forest to build their
churches, because anyone who should dwell in the ewvil
forest would die within four days. But the first day passed
and the second and third and fourth, and none of them died.

Ma Luo
With all due respect to your culture.

Achebe
Save the hypocrisy, I'm not preaching Igbo superstitions tao
you; I'm a materialist ghost. I was saying that your people
made the continent of Africa your ewil forest. Instead of
churches you built railroads and airports and factories,
because you thought you didn’t fear any sinister force. You
thought you only feared guns.

Ma Lue
There’s something more than guns.. It's something dim and
dark

Achebe

Let me tell you a story. A woman once sent her daughter to
bring food. She went, and brought back a duckling. “You have

done very well”, =said mother to her daughter, “but tell me,

what did the mother of this duckling say when you swooped and
carried its child away?” "It said nothing,"” replied the
daughter. "It just walked away.” You must return the duckling.”
Said the mother, “There is something ominous behind the

silence.” And so the daughter returned the duckling and took
a chick instead. “What did the mother of this chick do?” asked
the mother. “It cried and raved and cursed me.” Said the

daughter. "Then we can eat the chick,"” said her mother. “There
is nothing to fear from someone who shouts.”

Ma Luo
In the heart of darkness it’'s their silence.

Achebe
The bullet shoots into your stupid colleague’s head. But
the silence penetrates your own heart. Your colleague died
an axplainable death and zoon somecne is going to pay the
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price, but behind the solemn silence there are obliterated
lives for whom no price will ever be paid. 5o, the time
finally comes that they are taking other’s liwves to pay for
the blood they have shed. You know that your agenda is
responsible for their destiny, so they don't disappear.
They become your guilt and change what you see.

Ma Luo
I see the sun. It's always there.

Achebe
It's an exploding missile and it's quite recent.

Ma Luec
I see the desert. It's always there.

Achebe
It's the base of hundreds of gunmen and bombers and it's
quite recent.

Ma Luc
I see the air shaking in the tropical heat.

Achebe
And it distorts your sight for those burning buildings and
cottages.

Ma Luo
I see your people. They’re always there.

Achebe
With such strangeness as if we never existed until you

discovered us.

Ma Luo
Ho! I know I'm a wisitor.

Bchebe
A frightened wisitor that keeps his distance from who we

are.




Ma Luo
You are human as much a5 I am, and I don't see you other
than that.

Achebe
Lazy workers, wild sluts, stupid apprentices, thieves,
robbers, rapists, terrorists.

Ma Luo
Most of you are not.

Achebe
Some of us are.

Ma Luo
That’s not your fault.

Achebe
Then whose fault is it?

Ma Luo
White people.

Achebe

And do they come into your sight?

Fause.
Ma Luo
Na
Achebe
Do they come into your dream?
Pause.
Ma Luo
Ho.
Achebe
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