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Mo, ma'am, we don’t have another aerodrome.

Towar
Nine six eight six, Bamako radar. Bamako airport is closed
for landing traffic. You must divert. What’'s your
intention?

Ma Luo
Nine six eight six, we reguest to land at Bamako. We only
have 40 minutes of fuel left. We can hold for approximately
10 minutes. Request landing.

Tower
Wine six eight six, how much fuel is there left?

Ma Luo
6,000 pounds, nine six eight six.

Tower
you will land at Bamako Airport; approach accepts you.
Descend FL310.

Ma Luo
Roger. Speeding up, nine six eight six.

Tower
¥You have priority, nine six eight six. Good luck.

Sound stops.
Projection stops.

Ma Luo
Maybe they were right about one last thing: the fear of
death. Or the elusive faith in fortune to overcome the
fear. It is a sort of pragmatic idealism to denocunce the
true fear as false, and praise the uncertain fortune as
true. It helps us take control. It helps us stay alive.

Sound: Engines.

Projection: Runway in smoke
and fire.
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Tower
Nine six eight six, runway seven left, cleared to land.

Ma Luoc
Cleared to land, nine six eight six.

-

Sound: “Approaching minimum”.

FPause.
"Minimums” .
Pause.
“Cne hundred.”
“Fifty.”
"Forty."
*“Thirty."
“Twanty."
“Ten.”
Touching the ground.
Brake.
Sound fades out.

Ma Luo is taxiing along the
runway to approach the
terminal, which is under
attack and on fire.

Ma Luo (cont’d)
When we touched the ground there was no more sun. We dashed
into an inferno of fire like the sun had fallen from the
sky. You lost your way on that runway as you would in the
Sahara desert, and butted all day long bewitched and cut
off forever from everything you had known once----
somewhere-—--faraway----in another existence perhaps. It
was a moment when you had no time to spare to yourself, and
your senses came in the shape of an unrestful and noisy
dream, remembered with wonder among the owverwhelming
realities of this strange world of smoke, and fire, and
silence. And this stillness of life did not in the least
resemble peace. It was the stillness of an implacable force
brooding over and inscrutable intention. It looked at me
with a vengeful aspect. But I had no time. I had to

pueIsIspIm
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discern, mostly by inspiration, the signs of hidden
obstacles; I watched for running pecple; I was learning to
clap my teeth smartly before my heart flew out. I had the
manager on board and three or four party members----all
safe and sound. When the soeothing voice from ground
handling gave us permission to open the hatch, the party
members exposed their meanest face----the face of a
desperate gambler holding onte their last bargain chip. I
saw one of them extend his arm for a gesture that took in
the sand, the fire, the debris, the scared crowd----it
seemed to beckon with a dishonoring flourish a treacherous
appeal to the lurking death, to the hidden evil, to the
profound darkness of its heart.

Ma Luo mimiecs the party
member’s gesture: he opens
his arm and stands up,
ready to run off the

gangway.

Party Member 2
Run! Jesus! Leave the plane!

A very,very bright light.
Sound: A very, very loud
gunshot.

Ma Luo falls on the ground.

Ma Luo
He was killed.

Scene 7
Lesson from a Ghost

Enters Chinua Achebe’s
ghost.

Achebe
My little friend, you don’t look well.



Ma Luo
Ah. Who are you?

Achebe
An outcast ghost of a black nobody.

Ma Luo
Am I szeeing you because I'm dead?

Achebe
No. You see me because you have guilt.

Ma Luo
I'm Marxist, not Christian.

Achebe
Sorry, I correct myself: you see me because you not only

have guilt.

Ma Luo
I also have fear?

Achebe
You have doubts.

Ma Luo
What do I doubt?

Achebe

You doubt the ambiguity of your guilt.

Ma Luo
I'm not white. I have no guilt.

Achebe
Or why are you going after Ku Erci anyway?

Ma Luo
I was enchanted._

Achebe

40
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