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an atom of foresight or of serious intention in the whole
batch of them. To tear treasure out of the bowels of the
foreign land was their desire, with no more moral purpose
at the back of it than there is in burglars breaking into a
safe. I would rather give some thought to Ku Erci. I wasn't
very interested in him. No. Still, I was curious to see
whether this man, who had come out equipped with moral
ideas of some sort, would climb to the top after all, and
how he would set about his work when there.

Scene 6
A Death

Sound: Radio noises.

Tower
Charlie Alpha Tange India Charlie nine six eight six Kayes
Tower, roger. Left base for seven left, report over canal
and freeway.

Ma Luo
Reporting over the canal and freeway for seven left, nine
six eight six.

Projection: The view from
the cockpit windshield.

Party Member 4
We'’re about to land.

Party Member 2
Finally! I'm sick of flying. I swear I’1ll never fly, ever,
once I'm back home. I’11 spend the rest of my life on the
ground.

Party Member 4
(laughs) What can you do on the ground?
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Party Member 2
If your feet don’t touch the ground, you are not living a
real life. You’'re merely living a daydream.

Party Member 3
I doubt if your country’s ground has enough space for your
feet.

Party Member 1
I doubt if any country’s sky has enough space for your
dreams .

Party Member 2
That’s why pilots shouldn’t dream. Or they’ll be suffocated
in the sky.

Tower
Mine six eight six for traffic make a left turn and fly
eastbound. I'11 let you know when you can make a right turn
back to downwind.

Ma Luo
Make a left turn to eastbound, I’11 listen for your call.
Nine six eight six.

Tower
Mine six eight six, extend your downwind. I’1l1 call your
base.

Farty Member 1
Looks like air traffic contrel is trying to space the
landings.

Party Member 3
Bamako is a busy city.

Farty Member 4

I recognize this bourgecis sissy coating. It’s a French
commercial transperter. We’ll turn after it.
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Music: attack.

Party Member 2
The sky looks unusually busy. Is it my misconception or
something is going on?

Party Member 3
And it looks like they’re all hovering around.

Party Memberl
There’re more and more flights coming in but none of them
is permitted for landing.

Party Member 2
What is this? A civil aviation flying show?

Party Member 4
Hey captain! Any information?

Music pauses.

Ma Luo
Degenerate and cynical as they are, the party members were
at least right about three things. First, the weather.
Flying from Rbuja to Bamako, I felt I was in a static air
tank with no wind, no convection, no turbulence, no clouds-
—-—-outside the windshield is the sun, and only the sun. It
blinds you with the innocent light from remote antiquity,
fools you to believe in the eternity of the land that it
glosses. It has shone for a thousand years over the
glorious belt that joined the city states of the Igbo
kingdom and Songhai Empires, and I asked myself in the
transient hours of flying: has it always been like this,
endless suffering dotted with ephemeral respites?
Second, we are third-rate pilots. We never served the
country in the Air Force. We never appeared on the radar
scope of Kennedy or Charles De Gaulle. We keep lying to
ourselves that we're flying for some purpose until the lie
falls through. We..
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Music abruptly comes in:
attack.

And third. There are unusually, abnormally, intimidatingly,
too many planes.

Projection: Radar display:
at least twenty aircrafts
hovering above the apron,
waiting to land.

Sound: Shootings and
explosions. Shouting.
Crying.

Tower
Attention all flights, we have an emergency with
international arrival and departure flights. All flights
contact your companies and divert to other airports.

Ma Luo
Arrival, MNine six eight six, awaiting your call.

Tower
Be advised we are closing arrival traffiecs.

Ma Luo
I understand there is an emergency at Bamako airport and we
cannot land, is that what you told me?

Tower
Yes, sir. We have an emergency at the airport. We----
actually----an explesion has happened, and shootings.. and I

don’t know what I'm allowed to say..

Ma Luo
Understood.

Tower
What’'s your other aerodrome?

Ma Luo
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