


Dear friends, we are happy
to share with you the first
“Compost Zine”, drafting
the activities of the exper-
imental ongoing platform
for knowledge production
Composting Knowledge.

As for the all ingredients
part of Composting Knowl-
edge, we claim the “unfin-
ished” and the “draft” as
resources to grow and Com-
post our Knowledge-s and
so to keep our process-es
ongoing and a “continuous
learning”.

The Compost harvest (may
this be made of ideas, ac-
tivations, friendships, time
spent together) is fertilizer
to be shared and cultivated
in your neighborhood, care
taken collectively by hand-
ing over knowledge-s from
person to person and trans-
forming “practices” into
“practicing” together.
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uate Programme in Curating,
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OnCurating initiated the exhibi-
tionary project “COMPOST - The
Open Bin” at the OnCurating
Project Space, Zurich, Switzer-
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documenta fifteen opened, in-
spired by the meetings with
Reza Afisina, Iswanto Hartono,
ruangrupa and the “Composting
Knowledge” network.This com-
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sequential and choreographed
series of interlocking events
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Myvillages, Rural School of Economics, N
London/Rotterdam/Berlin, Kathrin Bohn,
Wapke Feenstra

Celebrating our joint Harvest Member of com-
posting knowledge, the rural school of eco-
nomics - Myvillages has been active on the ter-
ritory and neighborhoods of the Hessen region
for over one year.

The program contemplates an enlarged range
of mixed activities such as gatherings and re-
flections on the rural, visits and drawings ses-
sions, discussions .The practice and practical
approach wants to challenge the “why” and
“how” of different ways of working. What is
found in the “common” practice is the joy of
doing and creating spaces, in which the val-
ues of participants, makers, friends can be
lived and experienced.
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by
Giulia Rossini and Tyuki Imamura on

behalf of Composting Knowledge

Texts



Moderate temperature phase
06 /2021 - 10/ 2021
Friendly gathering and compost filling.

High temperature phase
10 /2021 - 09 / 2021
As the compost is heated up, bacterias take over.

The Bin of memories has been activated within the summer:
fermentations, memories and anecdotes fill our fermenting pot.

To provide favorable conditions for our compost to ferment within
the structure of the friendships built over this season and the ruru-
Haus, ideas will be taken care of by the contributors and caretak-
ers.

A heat up process will activate our summer compost, the material
that our friends introduced in the Bin will be further processed and
spread in the maturation phase... Provision of temporal spaces for
collective engagement.

Maturation phase
09 /2021 .... and 100 more seasons to come

On a further time frame, let this be spread, out of our control.
The fermentation has begun and we will not be able to predict or
control all of the following digestive processes of what is raised
and will be raised from our ongoing practice.To support a long
term maturation we can ferment together ideas as “care taking” of
resources, friendships, locations. This rotation will support further
bacterial activities in the growth of our network and the spread of
fertilized terrain for 100 more seasons!

Heating up the Compost

Soreading the Cormpost

Harvesting and Translating

The micro-fermentations and harvest of their traces will constitute
the human-to-human fertilization which is spread out of our Bin.

Every contributor heats up, and rotates the possibilities for transmit-
ting and spreading these materials. Which other organic forms will
come out of the Bin ?

Ideas to be composted...how to spread Compost?

Recording of encounters and storysharing, micro-activities (graft-
ing) can spread the composted material on each of the involved
neighborhoods.

Fermented materials can be made available online (ruruHaus plat-
form, lumbung.space, members platforms).

Other channels may include: radio transmissions, panels, work-
shops, publications, resuming the meetings (fermentation transla-
tion) and Com-Post updates.

The
fertilized spread will
for everyone to ferment
yright or restrictions?)

b e available
and re-ferment (no cop-

Available in the
native language of the bacterias
active in Composting Knowledge ?
Available in the form of recording, tran-
site activations, storytelling,

harvest and transmission of memories...

and members

scriptions,on
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Composting Slow Violence

Entre  Moléculas,
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How to locally anchor and
regenerate instead of being ex-
tractive ?

To compost is to place the
space for a flourishing economy
of co-cumulative gifts, where to
originate fresh terrain for this
mutual ecosystem. Tuning this
wish of ours and a possible
problematic relation
(institution-artist-money)

is a resourceful beginning
where to grow a

new geography of behaviors.
(to be continued...)

Lumbung, perpetual cycle of
care and harvest.

Let us think about how to take Ho

care of this composting Bin! wsp
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Moléculas,  Composting  Slow  Violence - new ses/t/'v/t/es, 2022
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Entre Moléculas is a patchwork of artists, anthropologists,
curators from Bogotd, Berlin, Lisboa, Quibdd, Ticino who joined
for collaborations on illegal mining, extractivism, slow violence
and dark ecologies. We have built assemblages with mining
materials and its affects and sounds: gold, water, plastic, mer-
cury, sand and we keep going, meeting, sharing, resonating
out our divergent situatedness. Non-representation leads our
ongoing research weaving links from trust, from remoteness
and proximity. Possibilities of imaginative futures are weaving
bridges and crisscross the contaminations of extractivist prac-
tices. Communities are not for sale - opposing and confronting
such agency has also been the way to compost safe spaces for
encounter and listening.

Entre Moléculas ask:

s Compost an utopia of progress
for the Uncontaminated?

Composting and Slow-Violence
When disruptive contaminating factors in the
molecular composting process such as chemicals,
plastic composites, mineral salts, moulds, etc. take
over the organic processes supposed to form humus -
the decomposition and transformation processes slip

out of processing balance.
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“We're

a wurm. One that was born in the

e a few years ago.
eled our way to the city, to art, to freedom from

o] conventions in the name of
didn’t like. To have
d art be-

countrysid
Until we slowly tunn
certain obligations. From oppressin
tradition, and gendered expectations that we
space. We had parties, gained confidence, loved art an

came our way of working.
Sometimes we would mention that we are countryside worms.
Some other worms would smile. Some with pity, some with em-

pathy.

Being in the €
starts to feel li
the right clothe
talk differently. Ask too many question
guestion marks rather than wurms. Wurms like to wriggle. But we
don’t want to be questioned all the time.
Tunnels dug into oné direction can be useé
the villages we came from. To the soil that still s

hadn’t it been covered by tarmac and buildings.
ing worked rather than developed. Soil that has roots of plants. So

we used our tunnel to go pback to where we came from, to say hey,
we are art worms Now. And we want 1o work here. We had confi-
dence. Felt emancipated. Had fun again. Mixing art with everyday

soil. Not caring whether it's art of not.
And slowly, tunneling away and across, forwards and backwards,
we met more wurm friends. All of us digesting what was in front of

us, in order to leave it behind us.
Tunneling away to make space for what we wanted to do, for what

our friends wanted to do. To allow air into the soil. It is then when
we met the ruangrupa in different places, for different reasons,
always enjoying the humus we were making together. A few years
ago ruangrupa got a very large bin, one for holding layers and
layers of compost. The bin was big enough to hold a documenta.
We entered the Open Bin with them, and with many other wurms
who knew ruangrupa as well. Who were friends, and friends of
friends. And friends of friends of friends. Wurm friends.

The bin was massive, and it was suggested to Us to go to one part
of the bin. The one called composting knowledge.

We like composting and we like knowledge. So we entered with

curiosity and our digestive taste was big.

ity and in art isn't always great. The urban area

ke a village, where people look if you don’t wear

s. When you don't say the right words. When you
ions. It made us feel more like

d to go back. Back to
ees the light and
To soil that's be-

The one mistak
gest cabbage. (\9/V\‘/3vesrzrcl)aclj§ that we forgot to mention that we can’t di
it of course wasn't Cabub have mentioned it. It seemed obvio nta
]ict’s|a physical thingj. We Iiflegr:llllj (EZ?]’?Z?VV for us. It's not a tasteufﬁiggt
ault, it's more a omach it. It's not >
compost. Compor;art]:ierh(iflnon-qompatibility. And that’stgepfsgbage ;
for it to become fertili ght look like a pile of rotting stuff, but i em for
not rot. izer, for it to become humus, it Want,s to dl(:g?;(;er
, e

If you would wan
t to compare it, it’ it li
. , , It's a i .
icr)oo(rjn with patriarchs. Where do you gg'?“ke being a feminist stuck in
w do you avoid what you can’t stomach’?

It's lucky we are
wurms. We ca
bage and 1o n move on. Move aw
Dage, ¢ andvza;diittk;eg?ttuczsnd chucked away eari/yst:?nang;itcab_
, d th cardboard whi [ [ e
oerres, and | which is our fav
caraboard |oo|L? I(_aknough we even write on it. We wrig Olgt-eéj. o waves
wa ike undercurrents. And we wri wiite the worde.
: Swomen ok [ike unde wriggle-write the words:
thh:m B6hm and Wapke Feenstra
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Selection of photos and drawings from the past months of activities
by Rural School of Economics / myvillages, members of Composting Knowledge.




Férgfabriken,

tion

Ave Jou a pavt o€ nwatuve? Ov 6 na-
tTuve a gavt o€ \iou?

We all ave Wing in a compoSt..

Covvect? Ad Jouvr comwment heve:

.......................................................................

.......................................................................

........................................................................

with  members

Composting — pogjérs,

of

activagjon
Composting Knowledge,

realized in collabora-
initiated by  Fargfabriken

Fermentation and cultiva-
tion of ideas.

All of us who have ever:
planted a seed and seie
plants grow know .that é f
soil should be nutritious. t())\\
needs nutrition, prefera té
from a compost. It needs >
contain many diﬁeren't type\t
of bacteria and orgamsmj. "
needs to be oxyge.n‘ate _
order for decomposition p.roh
cesses 10 take placelal, wh\fc r
in turn creates conditions 10

a gOOd SO“ .

Composting Know\edgg we;z
started with the ambition >
create, convey and seei_
knowledge and the prereqtq -
site has been t/r;\at \Ar/‘ed Nmigi a\\S
erspace. AS |
((:)Br/grga%\zat'\ons, we have eg—_
teredintoa common chang _
able system - an organic C\éf
clic process where ﬂowz !
experiences ar]ﬂci tnow\e g
ixed togetner.
la\l/rlZéT\‘ated by digital techno\é
ogy, we have listened anh
tried 10 understand eaod
other in these strange art\
troubled times. Contme\n sé
ime differences as well &
ifferent cultural expert-
nces have created an
interesting mix where
he concept of com-
osting is the start-

-

ing point for our model of thinking.
This flow has challenged and cre-
ated expectations on how to de-
velop strategies and methods for a
common creative process.

During this process I've watched
all of us who have participated as
small fragments on my computer
screen, and | have reflected on
what our digital selves look like
in reality. Are we just “avatars” in
these meetings without the ele-
ments that humans are made up
of such as oxygen, carbon, hy-
drogen, phosphorus and calcium?
Is this fermentation of ideas and
thought models in digital vessels
the future of joint creation?

It was both autumn, winter, spring
and early summer for some of us
when we met via our screens. Heat
increases the decomposition in a
compost. Dokumenta’s compost-
ing process will take place during
the summer and early autumn,
where many different layers of ide-
as will be mixed together. Smells
and odors may occur, seeds can
start to germinate.

Fargfabriken is one of several
components in these composting
vessels, where new experiences
contribute to alternative develop-
ment of communication and ide-
as. Which in turn overlaps well
with Fargfabriken’s approach to
our work, where we are looking for
projects that challenge traditional
structures and thought models.

Joachim Granit, Creative leader at
Féargfabriken
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“co?ne ”.Otfa “iNvite Kﬁ? I~ other, friend of friend. We are very
We Wm’SSI ned arﬁst?mst happy that we could meet people
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pa Saf of r Ment, activities in society. We can learn
our wijy Yangry from each other and some could
We co be transplanted or gre}fted tp dif-
© ool et assel as 4 fr: ferent I.ocales. | appreciate this op-
ent Ofebra the ach-r’e”d portunity and hope our collabora-
f”ends friengg and me lelv tion will grow continuously beyond
Notbe Of friengsg shetln documenta 15 as one of lumbung.
his o Paid or o Mmissio ould Oyr composting aqhwty will allso be
’mportg:nple thing ig he ned. with many other friends coming to
we uno'n gin ouyr emost documenta 15, Gudskul, Cinema
dOCUfﬂeerSt d the SD/r'and Caravan and Takashi Kuribayas-
trust 4 Nta  fiftg n arl't of hi, Sa .Sa Art Projects, Nha San
Positin end hip C’”Q: Collective, Waza Art Center, Britto
ers arge Wledge m om- Arts Trugt, and so on. They are our
pa byt friends f ruan em- good friends. We, collaborating
Other ANt knoy, gru- with “living room for seeds”, an
Ut we 5 t last yz:h arts coIIec.tlve in Tokyo, will Wprk
getting ; 0t ong yearr together with them on Composting

Knowledge.

GAP, Tokyo - Miso making, let’s ferment our knowledge !

| hope this Compost-
ing Knowledg_e Net-
work will guide US,
humans, to @ state of
“compost”:”humys \
which is the origin of
the word ‘human .
Our project is mak-
ing compost, but
also planting seeds.
it is already har-

vested, no need

to reap it We

just appreciaté

the harvest any-

time.



GAP, Tokyo - Posters printing and installation at Hafenstrasse
76, collaborating with lumbung.press @ DocumentaHalle GAP, Tokyo , “Rainbow of Wishes”, let's make a whis, @Hafenstrasse76 Kassel

GAP, Tokyo , harvest of the
ongoing activations in Kassel

GAP, Tokyo - Composting with upcycled materials, in collabora-
tion with lumbung friends KolorCubes




Archive of the Unkno_wn -
Baalbeck sStudios Beirut

Archive of the Unknownb'\s
an interdisciplinary collapo-
ration between students from
the .
Lebanese Academy of chi
Arts in Beirut and the'Aca
emy of Fine Arts Munich, t0-
ether

sv'\th Joseph Rustom an?_
Sandra gchafer and In par

in Beirut. We are fortunaﬁce‘ to
participate in the archl\/STg_
processes of Bag\beck u
dios in Beirut, a film produo(;
tion company that operate
from 1962 10 1994 and‘was_
of immense local and mt:;cr)
national importance- In 20 ,_
the Lebanese cultural orgaf(\O
isation UMAM was able 10
save a large amount of g _
archival material frqm et_
struction. Work'\ng with pard
ly inaccessible h\‘m, soune\,\
and paper material as W
as the ruins of the building,

other materials harvested as part
of our collective working process.
The Lebanese Academy of Fine
Arts in Beirut and the Academy of
Fine Arts Munich are part of the
Composting Knowledge Network

of documenta fifteen.

Starting on August 13, the activa-

tion will take place at the Compost-
ing Knowledge Network’s premises
at HafenstraBe 76 in Kassel. Initial
research results will be shown from
July 23-July 31 during the annual

exhibition at the Academy of Fine
Arts in Munich.

With Georges Azzi, Mohamad
Bzih, Paola Faddoul, Anne Gaug-
er, Christina Georges,

Benjamin Gerull, Kathrin Herold,
Elias Khoury, Magdalena Kratzer,
Lucia Ott, Joseph Rustom, Anja
Schéfer, Sandra Schafer, Karen
Stephan and

Manuela Unverdorben

what is the method of
taking care of the material?
the steps not to damage it?

we need to dig really deep
and ask a lot before...

an archive cannot include
everything.

it is a selection.
inaccessibility to the public =
erasing the collective memory.

power over knowledge.

who takes care of the archive and
who curates it?

erosion of the collective memory.

is it a political strategy?

our project inves’gigateg Bgaé—
beck Studios’ \mgglnar\e ,_
resonances, diffusyons, erod
sions, contaminations, and
composting of mgtena\s arr:_s
memories. We will share thi :
process in Kassel as an \nt
stallation with @ stage‘-hke sed
comprising sounds, film, an

how can people access archives?



Sandra Schéfer, Joseph Rustom, and students, Akademie der
Bildenden Ktinste, Munich and Académie Libanaise des Beaux
Arts, Beirut

Installing the harvest of project,

Archive of the Unknown —Baalbeck Studios Beirut,
Q/—/afenstrasse 76, Kassel

Right page: Image credit: Lisabona Rahman




ting: James Jack

“Our exch
ange of bacteri .
other builds upo teria .Wlth each Wet Compos
while leading ul; ;7 our existing biomes & Donkey il At Center and
0 invited gues
delici . Hawaii, Tokyo, Singapore
ious gatherings now Co-authors:  Mina Elison,
and f Oor man y ye ar James Jack, Gerald Lucena,
based on all that S to come Miho Morinoue, Qiutong Zhai,
. arw Pu uakea Forrester, Angea
while CompOSt ] e learn Cuna with advice from cultur-
ing kHOW/edge together ” al advisor Kumu Keala Ching.
. Healing Wet Compost The ac
|d with the Com-

tive dialogue he
posting Knowledge platform

Jf X dmac
engages with water as @ fluid
medium that is in the sky, air,
sea, rivers, land and our bod-
ies. The aim is to listen deeply
to water as @ source Of know!-
edge that informs our daily lives
with indigenous forms of know-
ing from the past. The practice
of decolonization through re-
learning places and names and
putting land into the center of
our CONSCIoUSNess to challenge
empirical systems of knowing
with embodied forms of being
pased oON ancestral wisdom
cared for by those who have

preoeded us.

We are kind of like matchma-
kers. Caretaking as a daily
activity which weé continue

through zoOm, paper let-
ters, email, conversations,

in person meetings, and cO-
conut wireless transmissions

throughout...

jj x dmac, illustrati
g ation, “sharing in
' a wet compostin "
g taru

/z;rtotm (/,‘ompost padlet
s
s.//padlet.com/compostlearn/u6iivv2x0ucr8qb
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OnCurating in'r’r'ratecj tr‘:/e
exhibitionary proreo’r ”COthé
pOST — The Open Bin” at
OnCurating Project Space.
Zurich, switzerland, one hun—_
dred days pefore documend
ta fifteen opened, 'rnsprrea
by the meetings With Rez 7 |
Afisina, |swanto Herrtono,_ —_— — — ' p= - r
ruangrupa and the “Com ‘ ‘

posting Knowledge” network i E

(Férgfabr'rken, GAP Tokyo, . _f |
ICA Sofia, JJ and Don\fey = 1Y | | Y
Mill Art Center, Knowbotiq , & e u!
Myvillages, YCAR Toronto, »
nd others). o
?his communal exhrbrtrorr\
ary project — a sequenrra
and choreographed seréesr
of interlocking events unae |
heme of “«Composting mages | |
the t ed ’ Oﬁered an COMPOST - The Open Bin (Compostmg
Knowledge  —

h Knowledge) Collective-driven, process-
evolving program bot 10 based performative exhibitionary project,
on-site and online from 10.03.22 - 12.06.22, Zrich

March to 12 June 2022 with
one and more events ta1ké—lr
ing place every week for

weeks.

gested, a shared process was activat-
ed, and a space of transition emerged
in our “Open Bin”, oftentimes in translo-
cal manners with hybrid events bring-
ing together the public in the space
in Zurich with participants worldwide.
Some elements and residues will tran-
sition to documenta fifteen.

With works, workshops, dinners, lec-
tures and performances by
A_O_S_A_A, Augmented Material-
ity Lab (Alvaro Cassinelli, Jayson
Haebich, Eugenia S. Kim), Palo-
ma Ayala, Mabe Bethoénico, Lara
Caluori, Line Chevalley, Leticia Cor-
dero, Club La Fafa, Emma Critch-
ley, Mekhala Dave, Donkey Mill Art
Center with James Jack & Mina
= Elison, Liz Elton, f.f.f.f.f.fermenta-
' .~ tion, Anne-Laure Franchette, Mat-
thias Fritsch, Eco-Greenhouse / Ein
Shemer Kibbutz Project with Nivi Al-
roy, Andre Vladimir Heiz, Anim Jeon,
Stefanie Knobel & Samrat Baner-
jee / Institute for Plant, Animal and
Human Migration, Alina Kopytsia,
Malte Larsen, Marinka Limat, Hunt-
er Longe, Ayumi Matsuzaka, Maya
Minder (HumusSapiens, Hackteria,
BadLab), Mayté Miranda, Jonathan
Ospina, Marisa Raygoza, Simon Risi,
Salo & Lucianne, Andreas Siagian,
Daniel Spati, Stirnimann-Stojanovic,
Teti Group with Gabriel Gee, U5 with
Helene Romakin, Paula Vilaplana
Miguel, Raffaele Vitto, Claudia Vogel,
David Zabel (AfroFutur4000), Adam
Zaretsky
Organized by Ronald Kolb, Camille
Regli, Dorothee Richter

erview:
See schedule oV
(https://onouratmg—spaoe‘
org/oompost—schedu\e/)

Following the prooess—based_
and communal methodo o_
gies proposed .b\./‘ruangrue
pa, yarious activities cam
into contact, ideas were drds‘
played, discussed and




COMPOSTING KNOWLEDGE IN

POST - The Open Bin ’

12 June 2022

Network

performance and work

alomaAyala

AP PRI ya Minder, jony/with,
g Hanckt aya M . Invisible Matters
Vialte Larson, va Minder, Linda Mary Montade:; Oponing Groug
ndreas S

Opening er with Liz Elton ure Perfc

with Alvaro Ca.

audis Voge!

h Salo & L6

y Emma Critchley
with Salo & Lucianm ot
Dotonidiess th Pra ngh.

Penjueli, Fioaa Mid

nces with Marin
ndre Viadimir Helz on Wegbilder
vie Knob
and Migratic

2k pre: workshop by Jam
1) Press with s i

lay showcase by L Franchet

with Ayumi Matst

h Helene Romak

nee by Hun




itute of Contemporary
lI‘k‘rsth(tl‘(]:;(A) - Sofia: Lucht—_:zar_
Boyadjiev, Kalin Serap|r<:nv
oV, Radostin Sedevche
and invited guests

Joining Compostiqg Kno;/;/\\é
edge from its begmn!ng ©
members Of ICA Sofia cc;\‘S
tribute to the growth. of tt rle
platform by advancing —
idea is 10 initiate a_decom
position, & fermenting Pro-
cess with open frame, more\c
or less following the logic O

the compost bin where & ma-
terial is piled w'\tho.ut fr.am\n%
into a form. Contributions |

form of messages shanrr‘\gt
of events and gestures t ad
have certain energy an !
can stimulate collective |me
agination and assembly t@r

reversed into Composting

Knowledge processes.

tarnationa
OTIATE the

EovamE:

compasition of your new gavernment
with these same international reguiators
Is YOUR government not repeesdiiling (who get in your way every day
you anymore? anyway...);
Is YOUR government not capahigf YOU and your FELLOW citizens dellver

coping anymore? ! your OWN new government!

regulators are taking over Bl ing  The BAD news is - your new government

such a good job in YOUR cass is compesed of international experts.
Do YOU think that YOU need a The GOOD news is - they are trusted by
DIRECTLY democratic system YOU as well as by THOSE international
not only efficient BUT comes fro regukators!
rather than from THEM?
You can MAKE them help you to re-think
Your answer is - RENT-i the ROLE of your country in both the
European and the World context!
RENT-A-GOV s a TRANSNA
initiative by the artist You WILL mak them WORK for YOU
Luchezar Boyadjiev to go beyond the because YOU have
nation-state! Rented-a-Bovernment!!!

RENT-A-GOV is 2 T0OL to empower
YOU in choosing your OWN government!  Your government s there to do a job
RENT-A-BOV is a way to become POSF-  for YOU; Your GOVERNMENT is your
GLOBAL! SERVANT!

Images

tanationa
OTIATE the

Bovamme:

compesition of your new gavernment
with these same international regutators
Is YOUR government not repeesdilling (whao get in your way every day
you anymore? anyway...);
Is YOUR government not capabigief YOU and your FELLOW citizens dellver
coping anymore? your OWN new government!
Do YOU feel that the internatio
regulators are taking over Bl g The BAD news is - your new government

such a good job in YOUR cass is compesed of international experts.
Do YOU think that YOU need a The GOOD news is - they are trusted by
DIRECTLY democratic system YOU as well as by THOSE international
not only efficient BUT comes fro roguators!
rather than from THEM?,
You can MAKE them help you to re-think
Your answer is - RENT-i the ROLE of your country in both the
European and the World context!
RENT-A-GOV s a TRANSNA
initiative by the artist You WILL make them WORK for YOU
Luchezar Boyadjiev to go beyond the because YOU have
nation-state! Rented-a-Bovernment!!!

RENT-A-GOV is 2 T0OL to empower
YOU in choosing your OWN government!  Your government s there to do a job
RENT-A-BOV is a way to become POSF-  for YOU; Your GOVERNMENT is your
GLOBAL! SERVANT!

S

Poster, RENT-a-
GOV

Activation initiated and spread by ICA Sofia,

member of Composting Knowledge

Luchezar Boyadjiev
Rent-a-Gov

At the end of the 1990ies | had this idea for a kind of “transnational cooperation” that never actually
materialized...- a Rent-a-Gov international service for failed states (or states on their way to failing much like
Bulgaria at the time). In view of the post 2008 developments around the world and in Greece or Syria more
recently, this idea seems to have gained a new urgency. All it needs is to find distribution, to be made
available as a tool to the revolting masses who might adopt it as their own, demand its implementation locally
and thus save time, effort and money, let alone — face, when dealing with the so-called international

community (which is anyways going to impose at the end something restrictive and foreign on such states,
societies and people)...

Of course, such an idea depends heavily on who is to say what it means for a state to be failing. So far that
privilege has been reserved for the likes of UN, IMF, WB, EU, USA, AU, NATO, the G6 (EU), the G7 and the
G8, the G-20, the Group of Thirty, the Group of 77 as well as for all sorts of Quartets, Quintets and other
political “band” formations. The point of my proposal is that people themselves mobilize and organize to not
only demonstrate on the streets (thus making it clear that a state is in a situation of failing) but to forcefully
demand the implementation of this simplified way of dealing with the governing of a crisis.

Here is the idea.

You know about the rent-a-car business? Well, the Rent-a-Gov international service could save a lot of time
and misunderstandings to the International Community - financial, political, etc. Instead of governments
being representative executive bodies appointed by parliaments, elected by the people, etc. they could just
be rented out by the International Community to various countries. “Governments-to-rent” would be groups of
experts composed on the basis of their training and competence in various fields, plus a shared belief in one
social/economicalffinancial/institutional/cultural/religious, etc. system of basic believes intuitions and most
importantly - mechanisms for their rational and no-nonsense implementation in certain local conditions. Such
teams of experts are composed and then they are offered for rent.

Suppose that a country is in a confused (failing) situation in one or all fields of social life. Measures should be
taken to improve the situation but on the local level the confusion is so big that there is no consensus as to
what exactly way of reform and/or initiative should be taken. There are many possibilities which have been
tried out internationally, many ways to rejuvenate the economy (for example) or to solve an ecological
problem, etc. The nomenclature of all sorts of practices that have been tried out internationally is so big that
there must be a way to standardize the needs of a country measured against the availability of options and
measures, etc. For instance, if a Currency Board has worked in Argentina, why shouldn't it work in Latvia or
Bulgaria? All it takes is to introduce this mechanism properly and it functions (almost) by itself... Or let’s say,
a country is in a total chaos and the local conditions are evaluated (“objectively”) by political scientists (or by
the people on the streets...) - their conclusion is that the country is failing and is on the verge of having a
military takeover, a junta or something like this... So, in such a situation the International Community doesn’t
wait for bloody developments but steps right in and rents out to such a country a fully equipped military junta
type of a government to introduce law, order and discipline...

The same with let’s say a Christian Democrat type of Government, or a Social Democrat type, or a Neo-
Liberal, or a EuroLeft one, or a 50% Green + 50% Fundamentalist Government, or even a 25% Communist
(to have some basic labor rights) + 55% Conservative (to give some push to private investment) + 20 %

Monarchist (to guarantee some respect for tradition), and so on - as many variations and combinations are
possible, as there are countries in the world.

The perfect Government could be selected and composed in this way for each situation, for each country...
After all politics is getting rather standardized so the appropriate mix could be selected relatively easy. And
then — “rented out”, that is “imposed” on a country; but not for free, more in the way of a long term, low
interest (political, economical, cultural, etc.) credit line, which the country pays back eventually and without
any risks to the International Community for the rented out Government of Experts is a body of this very
Community — for instance, the generals composing a military junta would be civilized NATO generals and not
just any kind of power-hungry, rogue, paramilitary dictatorial maniacs...

There are so many bodies of analysts, so many institutions to monitor this or that aspect of life, economy,
culture, human rights, all sorts of legislature, etc. all over the world; so many surveys, so many international
agreements, so many things that have been agreed on and signed by, and passed on, approved, ratified,
etc. that surely a well organized effort to evaluate the all-over situation in a given country would lead to a
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, 2012,

fine its needs at any particular moment and then to put up an offer for the perfectly
Russia on March 10"

matching and country-specific Government to govern. So, instead of imposing sanctions, or out-casting this

costly - rent-out a problem solving Government and all's good. An additional “Government-Home-Delivery”
International Service might be made available — it's just a fleet of airplanes, like the DHL fleet, for fast and

easy deliverance...
— just carefully orchestrated street events to show the exact proportion and composition of experts needed in

a given country. Ultimately, people across the map will learn from experience and will be able to rent their

governments in better and more efficient ways!
To visualize the relevancy of the Rent-a-Gov proposal | picked up this photograph from the Facebook profile

or that country, the International Community could just as well do something rather more efficient and less
The only things is to start the process and what better way than to mobilize people to go out on the streets!
There is no doubt in my mind that such a project could succeed initially in at least one country. When people
realize its immense potential to cut down on international dealings and humiliation from the powers of the
day, the scheme would be implemented in many others. In fact, ultimately there will be no need for elections
of Aina Lubarova (whom | do not know at all) that was shared by a lot of my Facebook friends from Russia.

The photograph was taken in Saint Petersburg,

very “objective” way to def
Sofia, Bulgaria
March 2012

Note:
Note:
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ters is spread among members of Composting Knowledge on seasonal

base to keep ingredients and fermentations heated.

Supporting Composting during the last seasons. Compost in form of let-
Texts and illustrations, Giulia Rossini

Care takers have been supporting and contributing to the growth of
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